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I am delighted to assume the position of Chair of the Security Council Committee on resolution 

1540 (2004).  My country recognises the importance of resolution 1540 (2004) as a vital element 

in the global architecture to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons 

to non-State actors, especially terrorists.  Properly implemented world-wide, it is a major 

contribution towards preventing a humanitarian, political, economic and environmental 

catastrophe should any of these weapons be used to cause large-scale casualties and suffering.  It 

is clear that such a possibility is not just theoretical. 

 

I intend to build on the excellent work of my predecessor, Ambassador Román Oyarzun Marchesi 

of Spain who, during his two-year tenure as Chair of the Committee led the 2016 Comprehensive 

Review of implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) resulting in resolution 2325 of 15 December 

2016.  The high number of co-sponsors of this resolution is a testament to this work and to the 

importance Member States attribute to resolution 1540 (2004).  My own country is among the 78 

Member States that co-sponsored resolution 2325 (2016). 

 

I, with the support of Committee members, intend to build on the momentum imparted by the new 

resolution as we develop the Committee’s Programme of Work for 2017 that we will submit to the 

Security Council. 

 

The implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) is the responsibility of States.  However, the history 

of its implementation shows us that, to be successful, it is very much a collaborative exercise 

between States with the support of the wider international community, in particular international 

and regional inter-governmental organisations.  

 

I very much look forward to collaborating with the wider “1540 family” as in the words of the 

2016 Comprehensive Review report “there remains more to be done to accomplish the objective 

of full implementation of the resolution …that requires continuous efforts at the national, regional 

and international levels”.  

 

I, and the Committee, with the support of its Group of Experts, stand ready to cooperate with and, 

as requested, assist States with their 1540 implementation efforts that would contribute to 

achieving our objectives to prevent the catastrophic use of weapons of mass destruction by non-

State actors. 

 

Finally, on behalf of the 1540 Committee, I should reaffirm that its mandate will be implemented 

with respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of all States in 

accordance with the UN Charter. 
 


